
Dear Parents and Staff of Sage and Forge International Schools,

Thank you. We are all grateful for your support of our schools and our commitment to in-person
learning. This is our sixth week of instruction and we have been able to ensure that 90%+ of our
students are present for learning at both Forge and Sage - every day. There is incredible energy in the
classrooms of both campuses. This is great news!

I urge each of you as people and as families to do your best to live a full and enjoyable life while
taking precautions to limit exposure to common illnesses and covid - all of which pull children away
from school, activities and friends. We are striving as a community to ensure as many students are in
class with their teachers on as many days as possible. We don’t want colds, RSV, the flu, or Covid to
keep any of you (or us) from school.

Students at both campuses have met the early challenges of the Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI) and the
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP). We have solid, start-of-the-year benchmark data to help us
plan instruction and interventions. The IRI is a requirement at all schools in Idaho for Grades K-3. It is
designed to help schools and the State determine if a school’s students are mastering the
fundamentals of reading. The MAP is another tool we use at Sage and Forge to get deeper insights
into student learning in mathematics and reading in the elementary and middle grades. I am happy
to say that we are off to a great start at both schools. We know where our students (your children)
are strong and where they need more support. We are working as a team across the network and at
both schools to ensure our students are growing and learning. 

Finally, we welcome and ask for your support. If you are able and would like to be part of the teams
that are ensuring in-person learning for all of our students in Middleton and Boise, please consider
applying to be a substitute teacher. All schools and districts in the Treasure Valley are having a hard
time finding substitutes. We have increased the daily rate of pay for 
substitutes at both campuses to $120 per day. Please consider diving in 
where you can. Applications can be found on our website.

All the best,

Andy

FORGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
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A NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ANDY JOHNSON:

  Forge International School engages

students within an inclusive

international learning community,

challenging all members to take risks

and contribute locally and globally

through open-minded inquiry.

OUR MISSION:OUR MISSION:OUR MISSION:
Sept 18 - PTO Movie Night #1
Sept 27-30 - Fall Break - No School
Oct 7 - End of Quarter 1
Oct 18-21 - Fall conferences
Oct 25 - School Photo Day!
Oct 25 - 9th grade field trip to CWI

Mark your Calendar:

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/
https://www.nwea.org/map-growth/
http://sageinternationalschooldistrict.ss16.sharpschool.com/human_resources/substitutes


 will not be present at school. Email 
 attendance@forgeintl.org or call 208-244-
0577 and press 1. State your student's first

and last name, GRADE, and reason for
absence. If their absence is due to potential
Covid-19 symptoms or exposures, please

also copy Nurse Blew at
lorinda.blew@forgeintl.org. THANK YOU!

Reporting Your Student Absent 

Other than school- wide
emails and newsletters,
our website is the best

resource for general info
about Forge. You can also
find us on Facebook and

Instagram! 

The best part of my day is all about relationships
The best part of my day always happens when I am able to visit classrooms! After
back-to-back meetings or after working on administrative tasks during the day, my
recharge time is to visit classrooms, the lunchroom, recess, or even the hallway to
hear their excited voices and laughter and ‘see’ their smile!

STAY CONNECTED!STAY CONNECTED!

A NOTE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL, DARCI STELZNER:

September in
the Forge Kitchen:

Breakfast Menu
Lunch Menu

When I am able to be in the classrooms, I am able to see firsthand effective teaching and learning,
knowing it will have a lasting impact on our scholars, school, and community. When I see students being
risk-takers and asking deep questions, this shows me they take an active role in their learning. There is a
lot of progress happening both on an academic and social-emotional level. Helping to celebrate growth,
no matter the size, brings our community closer together. Whether it is watching a 6th grade student
have success with their locker for the first time (those combinations can be tricky!) or witnessing a 1st
grader read a book she didn’t think she could, there is amazing work being done at Forge!

A WORD FROM OUR PYP COORDINATOR NORA STRAUCH:
In PYP (K-5), each grade level is about to wrap up its first Unit of Inquiry. Each year
the elementary students learn through 6 different Units of Inquiry (4 for Kinder).
Each Unit of Inquiry falls under one of the 6 Transdisciplinary Themes. Throughout
the school year, these 6 units address the science and social studies standards
under a greater theme that is broad, balanced, conceptual, and connected to other
learning that is happening at the grade level. Here are the first units for our PYP
students this year:

Kinder- Who We Are: The way people communicate influences their
communities.
Grade 1- Who We Are: Roles and rules make a community strong.
Grade 2- Sharing the Planet: Water affects all aspects of life on Earth
Grade 3- Who We Are: Laws have the responsibility to protect rights for all
Grade 4- Sharing the Planet: Access to opportunities is influenced by the
government. 
Grade 5- How The World Works: We can investigate the impact of how forces
and energy act on the particles that make up our world.

Ask your PYP student about what
they are learning about in their

Unit of Inquiry!

Please let us know if your student

https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
http://forge.sageintl.org/
mailto:attendance@sageinternationalschool.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
http://forge.sageintl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/nutrition_services/september_breakfast_menu
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/nutrition_services/september_lunch_menu


parents/guardians, so they know how to access their children’s work on this platform. 

Service Day
The first annual MYP Service Day on September 10 was a success! Students spent the morning
cleaning up around Whittenberger Park and Caldwell Rotary Pond, then had lunch in the park. For
the afternoon, students had their choice
of a variety of service activities, and then 
watched one of two movies (The 
Breadwinner or He Named Me Malala) to
help develop an attitude of service and
widen their global perspectives. 

Interdisciplinary Learning
Sixth graders are in the middle of a water quality unit in science, along with reading the novel A
Long Walk to Water in Language & Literature. They were able to walk to Willow Creek in Middleton
this week to take water samples and test its quality. This interdisciplinary unit will culminate in a
summative assessment that ties into their criteria from both classes. 

La clase de español 
Students are researching Spanish-speaking
countries for Hispanic Heritage Month.

Idaho Battle of the Books (both PYP & MYP)
Students in 4th through 9th grades are signing up to compete in Idaho Battle of the Books (IBOB)
and will start checking out and reading the books soon. If you can contribute to the Forge IBOB
Libraries through this sign-up, it would be greatly appreciated! Please see the IBOB website for
more information. 

Planners & Toddle
Students are writing in their planners for each of their classes. One of the
reasons for this is parent/guardian communication. Please ask to see your
child’s planner often so you see what the “Must-Dos” for each class are. As 
we get Toddle up and running, we will be sending home information for 

A WORD FROM OUR MYP (6-9) COORDINATOR LISA MARSHALL:

Hello! Welcome Everybody:

I’m Joy Kaplan, the school counselor here at Forge. I’ve been a school counselor
for almost 10 years, and absolutely love it! I am the K-8th grade school counselor, 
and work in the best interest of all students from social-emotional learning and
providing educational lessons to students, to addressing crisis management and
safety concerns. I also serve as the 504 coordinator, and McKinney Vento 
Homeless Liaison. I love encouraging and impacting students to grow, learn and succeed! Outside
of school, I engage in clinical counseling and own a private practice, as well as teach as a professor
at Northwest Nazarene University. I have a wonderful active family that enjoys anything outdoors:
3 amazing boys, and a happy energetic Aussie! 

Welcome parents, feel free to come in and say hello, and introduce yourself. I look forward to
working and collaborating with you as it relates to your students' needs! If you need to get a hold
of me directly my contact information is (208) 244-0577 ex. 140, or joy.kaplanrood@forgeintl.org.

I Look forward to working with you all! -Joy

Counselor's Corner

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44A8AC22A2F4CF8-battle
https://idahobattleofthebooks.org/
mailto:joy.kaplanrood@forgeintl.org


Southwest District Health in Caldwell offers free COVID tests with an appointment by calling
208-455-5300. Please email nurse Lorinda if your family is getting tested, and again with results.
There is no judgment. Our goal is to keep our students healthy and from spreading the virus.
Please consider having your child tested for COVID if experiencing any of the following
symptoms:

 
 
 
 

These symptoms may be related to COVID and patients can experience one, many, or none of
them 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. If you have any questions about COVID or protocols,
etc, please email me at: lorinda.blew@forgeintl.org . Thank you and be well! 

Nurse Blew's Health Corner: 
Hello Parents! Children visit my office for a variety of reasons and one of them
could be due to anxiety. Making sure our kids get enough exercise, sleep, and
consistency during their school week can really help alleviate some of that anxiety.
Some symptoms that children may exhibit are stomach aches, headaches, overall

tiredness, and just “not feeling well”. Please be sure to talk with your kids, ask them often about
how they are feeling, and give them lots of reassurance and hugs. In addition, here is a link to an
article that may help. We are here for you and your students, be sure to reach out to myself or our
wonderful Counselor Joy (email in section above) with any questions! 

Fever or chills
Cough
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Muscle or body aches
Headache

New loss of taste or smell
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Nausea or vomiting
Diarrhea
Rash- of various types

Forge Community Optional 
Flu and Covid Vaccine Clinic 

The Albertsons Mobile vaccine van
will visit Forge as a walk-up clinic for
any staff, students, and families of

staff and students who would like to
receive vaccines. Parents will need

to sign consent for any children
getting vaccinated. Flu vaccines will

be available for all ages, COVID
vaccines for those 12 and older. 

Forge has Openings! 
We are looking to expand our community to some
lucky families! Do you know someone who may be
interested in attending Forge? We currently have
immediate openings in grades 2, and 4-9th. You can
help us get the word out by sharing our website
with any families who may be interested and letting
everyone know what a great experience your
students are having! 

Like most schools, we are also badly in need of
substitute teachers! Forge and Sage recently increase
their daily rate to $120/day in hopes of recruiting the
very best. If you are interested in applying or know 
someone who is,
you can find more
info HERE. We are
also hiring for TWO
Paraprofessional
positions, find those
job postings HERE!

October 15 1:30-3:30 

*Please bring
insurance
cards for
anyone
getting

vaccinated!

https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2021/08/coping-with-back-to-school-anxiety-during-covid-19/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2021/08/coping-with-back-to-school-anxiety-during-covid-19/
https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/2021/08/coping-with-back-to-school-anxiety-during-covid-19/
http://www.forgeintl.org/enrollment_at_forge
http://sageinternationalschooldistrict.ss16.sharpschool.com/human_resources/substitutes/
http://sageinternationalschooldistrict.ss16.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12943720/File/employment/FORGENewFolder/Para%20job%20posting%202021-22.pdf


Kuna Middle School @ Bernie Fisher Park- September 16
Payette Open- September 22
Charger Classic @ Meridian- October 7
Winston Tilzey @ Nampa- October 13

Cross Country has their first meet 
TODAY! Our team is coached by the 
awesome Megan Furois and Austin 
Ambrose.  They practice/run Monday-Thursday from 4:15-
5:15pm, with a workout to be done independently on Friday-
Sunday. We plan to participate in the following meets:

You can find more information and register on this website, and
contact Megan Furois at megan.furois@forgeintl.org with any
questions!

Practices began this week,
and  will be on Mondays and

Wednesdays from 
4:15 - 5:15. Participants train

for the Sole KIDs 5K, and each
will receive a race swag bag,
water bottle, tech race shirt,

race entry, sponsor race entry
and finisher’s medal upon
completion of the SoleKIDs

5K Find more info HERE!

MYP Cross County for Grades 6-9: 

We are excited to offer our FIRST season of Girls
Basketball for those in 6th-8th grades who wish to
play. The team(s) will be coached by our very own Arin
Jeffs and Jarret Ellsworth, who both have extensive 

Students in grades 4-5 will
be hiking Charcoal Gulch
October 15. This will be a
lottery system, stay tuned

for more information!

PYP Outdoor Program:  

PYP - SoleKids returns
this fall!

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES WITH Forge!ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES WITH Forge!

Girls Basketball!!

experience both playing and coaching.
Practices will begin on Monday, October
4th, with the first game being on October

26th at Rolling Hills.Practices will be
Monday-Thursday from 4:00-6:00pm. For
more information or to register your girl,
please visit this website. We can't wait to

cheer on our girls team!

Forge PTO Movie 
Saturday, September 18 @ 1:30 PM

"How to Train Your
Dragon"

$5 per person
Frontier Cinema:

127 W Main St, Emmett
Email the PTO at

forgepto@gmail.com
with any questions or to

join our mailing list!

http://forge.sageintl.org/student_life/enrichment/athletics_/cross_country___middle_and_high_school_
mailto:megan.furois@forgeintl.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K8GF8Ke9VDYFVxxeVnyfSARCAkKDkylqxrJzEaF_8cA/edit
http://forge.sageintl.org/student_life/enrichment/athletics_/basketball__middle_school_girls__
http://forge.sageintl.org/student_life/enrichment/athletics_/basketball__middle_school_girls__

